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NatureTrack

Sedgwick Reserve

Edging down from Figueroa Mountain,
the reserve has 6000 acres of re-wilding
ranch land suitable for research and
outdoor education. Over 40 miles of trails
bid the nature explorer to learn about
California habitats ranging from chaparral
to grasslands. Blue oak woodlands and
savanna populated by great valley oaks
make up classroom space unequaled
between walls. Seasonal changes bring
wildflowers in the late winter and spring,
with ripening fruits and acorns from late
spring through the summer. Early fall or
winter rains bring "spring" greenery to the hills.

Faults create dual boundaries to the subduction zone with unique geologic and botanic
features that provide eyewitness opportunities to experience the effects of ancient seabed
geology on the living landscape above the Camuesa Fault zone that can be compared with the
lower, younger soils. Pillow lava, blue schist, chert and serpentinite provide readily identifiable
geo-markers of the unique mid-ocean strip of land thrust up to the surface. Gray pine,
buckwheat and yucca thrive there while in the riparian zone there are mulefat, willow, common
monkey flower and juncus.

Wildlife is abundant with deer, coyote, squirrels usually seen and more shy animals often
present and unseen include bobcat, skunk, rattlesnake and weasel. Most birds seen in Santa
Barbara County inland from the shore are present or seen seasonally at the pond and meadows
or woodlands at Sedgwick.

Appropriate for Grades K-8

Available Field Trip Emphases: Geology, Ecology

Led by experienced and enthusiastic Nature Track docents, field trips at Sedgwick Nature
Reserve are designed to be used as a companion to state science standards and provide a real-
life experience for students in geology and ecology. Docents can lead students in trips that
focus on the appropriate grade level and subject and engage students in exploration of science
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and nature through hikes, guided discussion, and educational nature games. Nature-based art
and other creative projects are also available.

Field Trips at Sedgwick Nature Reserve can be used in conjunction
with the following California State Standards and Next Generation
Science Standards:

Geology Field Trip

Grade

CA Standards

Next Generation

K

Earth Sciences: 3a

Energy: K-PS3.B

Earth Sciences: 3a, 3b, 3c

Earth’s Place in the Universe: 2-
ESS1.C; Earth’s Systems: 2-
ESS2.A, 2-ESS2.B, 2-ESS2.C

Earth Sciences: 4a, 4b, 53, 5b, 5¢

Earth’s Place in the Universe: 4-
ESS1.C; Earth’s Systems: 4-
ESS2.A, 4-ESS2.B; Earth and

Human Activity: 4-ESS3.A

Earth’s Systems: 5-ESS2.A, 5-
ESS2.C; Earth and Human
Activity: 5-ESS3.C

Earth Sciences: 1b, 1d, 1e, 1f, 23,
2b, 2d; Investigation &
Experimentation: 7f, 7g

Standards for 6-8:
Earth’s Place in the Universe:
MS-ESS1.C; Earth’s Systems: MS-
ESS1.C, MS-ESS2.A, MS-ESS2.B,
MS-ESS2.C; Earth and Human
Activity: MS-ESS3.A, MS-ESS3.C,
MS-ESS3.D



http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/sciencestnd.pdf
http://www.nextgenscience.org/next-generation-science-standards

Life Sciences: 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d, 4f

See Above

See Above

Ecology Field Trip

Grade

CA Standards

Next Generation

Life Sciences: 2a, 2c

From Molecules to Organisms: K-
LS1.C; Earth’s Systems: K-ESS2.E,
K-ESS3.C; Earth and Human
Activity: ESS3.A

Life Sciences: 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e

From Molecules to Organisms: 1-
LS1.A, 1-LS1.B; Heredity: 1-LS3.A,
1-LS3.B

Life Sciences: 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e,
2f

Ecosystems: 2-LS2.A; Evolution:
2-LS4.D

Life Sciences: 3a, 3b, 3¢, 3d, 3e

From Molecules to Organisms: 3-
LS1.B; Ecosystems: 3-LS2.D;
Heredity: 3-LS3.A, 3-LS3.B;

Evolution: 3-LS2.C, 3-LS4.A, 3-
LS4.B, 3-LS4.C, 3-LS4.D

Life Sciences: 2a, 2b, 2c, 33, 3b,
3¢, 3d

From Molecules to Organisms: 4-
LS1.A, 4-LS1.D; Earth’s Systems:
4-ESS2.E

Energy: 5-PS3.D, 5-LS1.C; From
Molecules to Organisms: 5-LS1.C;
Ecosystems: 5-LS2.A, 5-LS2.B

Earth Sciences: 5a, 5b, 5¢, 5d, 5e

Standards for 6-8:

From Molecules to Organisms:
MS-LS1.B, MS-LS1.C; Ecosystems:
MS-LS2.A, MS-LS2.B, MS-LS2.C,
MS-LS4.D; Heredity: MS-LS1.B;
Evolution: MS-LS4.C




Life Sciences: 23, 3a, 3e, 5a, 5f See Above
- See Above
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